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Yet it was quite obviously to the advantage of both
sides to resume relations* The interchange of goods far
outweighed in importance any number of diplomatic
punctilios, and when with the Revolution, a pronouncedly
Socialist Government came into power, it was almost
a certainty that in course of time the difficulty would be
got over and some return arranged. It was, if anything,
unfortunate that a minority of Socialists, chiefly Inde-
pendents, should have made of the return of the Russian
Embassy to Berlin a Party cry; but whatever action the
Majority may have contemplated taking from the side of
Germany was abruptly ended by action taken from the
side of Russia. Up to this point, in spite of the almost
comic episode of the courier's bag, the general public
were not inclined to believe that there was a great deal
in the lurid rumours of Russian agents behind every
tree, and the Government was in this respect no more
than a bit of the general public* But one of the Russian
diplomatic corps, whether again with true Slavic careless-
ness, or whether with a still more noticeable Slavic
finesse, left behind him a packet of papers, containing
twenty-four receipts for arms purchased and given to
German agents, running from September 2ist to
October 3ist, i.e. for the six weeks during which the
Revolution was threatening; together the receipts
showed the purchase of 259 mausers, 26 Brownings,
23 other pistols, and 27,000 bullets, for 105,000
marks*